Rock & Roll
genre: Rock
In its purest form, Rock & Roll has three chords, a strong, insistent back beat, and a catchy melody. Early rock & roll drew from a variety of sources, primarily blues, R&B, and country, but also gospel, traditional pop, jazz, and folk. All of these influences combined in a simple, blues-based song structure that was fast, danceable, and catchy. The first wave of rock & rollers — Chuck Berry, Elvis Presley, Little Richard, Jerry Lee Lewis, Buddy Holly, Bo Diddley, Bill Haley, Gene Vincent, the Everly Brothers, and Carl Perkins, among many others — set the template for rock & roll that was followed over the next four decades. During each decade, a number of artists replicated the sound of the first rockers, while some expanded that definition and others completely exploded the constrictions of the genre. From the British Invasion, folk-rock, psychedelia, and through hard rock, heavy metal, glam rock, and punk, most subgenres of rock & roll initially demonstrated an allegiance to the basic structure of rock & roll. Once these permutations emerged, traditional rock & roll faded away from the pop charts, yet there were always artists that kept the flame alive. Some, like the Rolling Stones and the Faces, adhered to the basic rules of traditional rock & roll but played the music fast and loose. Others, like proto-punk rockers the Velvet Underground, the New York Dolls, and the Stooges, kept the basic song structure, but played it with more menace. Still others, like Dave Edmunds and Graham Parker, became rock & roll traditionalists, writing and recording music that never wavered from the sound of the late '50s and early '60s. Although the term "rock & roll" came to refer to a number of different music styles in the decades following its inception, the essential form of the music never changed.
Related Styles: Funk Electric R&B Blues Rock Boogie-Woogie Progressive Country Country-Rock Tex-Mex Skiffle Instrumental Rock Rockabilly Punk Hard Rock Ska Pop Southern Rock Roots-Rock British Invasion Psychedelic New Wave Power Pop Glam Rock Surf Doo-Wop Mersey Beat Garage Rock Folk-Rock Pop/Rock New Orleans R&B Heavy Metal Girl-Group Teen Idol Pub Rock Brill Building Pop Honky Tonk Bakersfield Sound Nashville Sound/Countrypoli Outlaw Country Paisley Underground Acid Rock Jangle-Pop Alternative Country-Rock Proto-Punk British Blues Boogie Rock Jazz-Rock Mod Hot Rod Rockabilly Revival Surf Rock Revival Urban Cowboy Comedy Rock Swamp Pop Juke Joint Blues American Trad Rock British Trad Rock Garage Rock Revival Roots Reggae Jam Bands Heartland Rock Frat Rock British Folk-Rock Retro-Rock Detroit Rock Latin Rock Bar Band Early British Pop/Rock
Some Important Albums: Dave Edmunds: Get It [1977], The Doors: Doors [1967], The Coasters: 50 Coastin' Classics: Anthology [1992], Bo Diddley: Chess Box [1990], Various Artists: Billboard Top Rock & Roll Hits: 1955-1958 [z], Dick Dale & the Del-Tones: King of the Surf Guitar: The Best of Dick Dale [1989], Dave Edmunds: Tracks on Wax 4 [1978]

Boogie-Woogie
genre: Jazz
Boogie Woogie, or "barrelhouse" is a blues-based piano style in which the right hand plays an accompaniment figure that resembles a strummed rhythm, such as is typically played on the guitar or banjo in rural blues dances. This could be expressed as a walking octave, an open-fifth pounded out with a blue third thrown in, or even a simple figure such as falling triad (as in the work of Jimmy Yancey); the approach varies to the pianist. The style probably evolved in the American Midwest alongside that of ragtime, to which it is closely related. The earliest description of the style occurs in print circa 1880. Elements of boogie-woogie can be found prior to 1910 in piano works by such disparate figures such as Blind Boone, Luckey Roberts and the classical composer Charles Ives. The earliest recorded examples of boogie woogie are found on piano rolls made in 1922 by Cow Cow Davenport, and by the end of the 1920s dozens of boogie woogie pianists had recorded ranging geographically from Texas to Chicago. Boogie-woogie practically disappeared from records during the depression. However, it returned with a vengeance in the late '30s, popularized by a smart Deane Kincaide arrangement for Tommy Dorsey’s band of the 1929 composition "Boogie Woogie" written by Clarence "Pine Top" Smith, a Chicago pianist who is also credited with coining the term. Boogie-woogie enjoyed its heyday in the early '40s, and as a result, one-time Chicago barrelhouse pianists such as Albert Ammons, Meade Lux Lewis and Pete Johnson found themselves feted as celebrities in New York’s exclusive café society circles. After the Second World War interest in the style subsided, but elements of the sound were absorbed into the playing of early rock & roll artists such as Little Richard and Jerry Lee Lewis. It also remains an important component to New Orleans pop music, as in the work of Professor Longhair and Dr. John. Among living pianists working in nightclubs and cocktail bars, it can be said that boogie-woogie has never truly lost its popularity even today.
Related Styles: R&B Rock & Roll Blues Piano Blues Acoustic New Orleans Blues Skiffle Swing Jump Blues Stride Classic Jazz New Orleans Jazz Jazz Blues East Coast Blues New York Blues St. Louis Blues
Some Important Albums: Little Willie Littlefield: It's Midnight [1979], Various Artists: Barrelhouse Boogie [1936], Pine Top Smith: Pine Top Smith (With Jelly Roll Morton) [1950], Jimmy Yancey: Complete Recorded Works, Vol. 1 (1939-1940) [1939], Sammy Price: And the Blues Singers [z], Various Artists: Pete Johnson/Earl Hines/Teddy Bunn Blue Note Sessions [1939], Various Artists: Boogie Woogie Masters [Black & Blue] [z]

Blues
genre: Blues (metastyle)
Blues is about tradition and personal expression. At its core, the blues has remained the same since its inception. Most blues feature simple, usually three-chord, progressions and have simple structures that are open to endless improvisations, both lyrical and musical. The blues grew out of African spirituals and worksongs. In the late 1800s, southern African-Americans passed the songs down orally, and they collided with American folk and country from the Appalachians. New hybrids appeared by each region, but all of the recorded blues from the early 1900s are distinguished by simple, rural acoustic guitars and pianos. After World War II, the blues began to fragment, with some musicians holding on to acoustic traditions and others taking it to jazzier territory. However, most bluesmen followed Muddy Waters' lead and played the blues on electric instruments. From that point on, the blues continued to develop in new directions — particularly on electric instruments — or it has been preserved as an acoustic tradition.
List of Blues styles
R&B, Rock & Roll, Soul-Blues, Modern Electric Blues, Chicago Blues, Electric Chicago Blues, Acoustic Blues, Piano Blues, Modern Acoustic Blues, Electric Blues, Classic Female Blues, Electric Texas Blues, Texas Blues, Acoustic Memphis Blues, Acoustic Chicago Blues, Electric Country Blues, Acoustic New Orleans Blues, Electric Delta Blues, Acoustic Texas Blues, Blues Gospel, Electric Memphis Blues, West Coast Blues, Electric Harmonica Blues, Urban Blues, Acoustic Louisiana Blues, Hard Rock, Political Folk, Soul Jazz, New Orleans Blues, Jump Blues, Mersey Beat, New Orleans Jazz, Harmonica Blues, Modern Electric Chicago Blu, Country Blues, Vaudeville Blues, Prewar Country Blues, Delta Blues, Piedmont Blues, Honky Tonk, British Blues, Folk-Blues, Early American Blues, Modern Delta Blues, Memphis Blues, East Coast Blues, Blue-Eyed Soul, Country Boogie, Louisiana Blues, Contemporary Blues, Folk Revival, Swamp Blues, Northern Soul, Blues Revival, Juke Joint Blues, New York Blues, Minstrel, Dirty Blues, Work Songs, Prewar Blues, Modern Electric Texas Blues, St. Louis Blues, Prewar Gospel Blues, Detroit Blues, Songster, Slide Guitar Blues, Finger-Picked Guitar
Some Important Albums: Robert Johnson: King of the Delta Blues Singers [1966], Mamie Smith: Complete Recorded Works, Vol. 1 [1920], Mississippi John Hurt: 1928 Sessions [1988], Albert Collins: Ice Pickin' [1978], Howlin' Wolf: Howlin' Wolf/Moanin' in the Moonlight [1986], Scrapper Blackwell: Virtuoso Guitar 1925-1934 [1925], Johnny Shines: Johnny Shines & Robert Lockwood [1991]
